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where they can create more jobs. That
means we need to lower taxes, not raise
them, like Ronald Reagan did. We need
to cut government regulations, so that
the private sector won’t be strangled
by the regulations in this country, and
then let the free enterprise system
work. If we do that, unemployment
will go down; there will be more people
working. Therefore, there will be more
taxpayers paying into the treasury.
Therefore, the deficit will go down and
we won’t have the economic problems
we have today.

But raising taxes right now on any
part of our society will only exacerbate
the problem. And if the President has
his way and we end up raising taxes—
and I'm not going to vote for it—then
what’s going to happen is we’re going
to see unemployment get worse and
worse and worse.

We’ve got to do what’s economically
correct, fiscally responsible, and that
is to cut spending and to not raise
taxes, especially in this climate. And if
we do that and free up the free enter-
prise system, this country will get
back on track very quickly.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 39
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

We ask today that You bless the
Members of this assembly to be the
best and most faithful servants of the
people they serve. Purify their inten-
tions, that they will say what they be-
lieve and act consistent with their
words.

May they be filled with gratitude at
the opportunity they have to serve in
this place. We thank You for the abili-
ties they have been given to do their
work, to contribute to the common
good. May they use their talents as
good stewards of Your many gifts and
thereby be true servants of justice and
partners in peace.

We thank You as well for this mar-
velous forum, where the important
business of this Nation has been done
in the past and is done today. May the
work being done now be guided by Your
Spirit.

May all that is done this day in the
people’s House be for Your greater
honor and glory. Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. CRAWFORD) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CRAWFORD led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

OFFICER BRYAN HEBERT, TEXAS
LAWMAN

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, over
the weekend John Wesley Nero got into
an argument with his mother and his
grandmother. So, being a scoundrel, he
beat them both up and then fled into
the darkness of the night.

Local Beaumont, Texas, police offi-
cers confronted the outlaw to talk to
him, but he fled away in his truck, and
a high-speed chase occurred.

Meanwhile Officer Bryan Hebert—
right here is a photograph of him—had
positioned his vehicle ahead of the
chase. He attempted to retrieve road
spikes out of the trunk to stop Nero’s
vehicle. According to witnesses, when
Nero spotted Hebert’s car, Nero inten-
tionally crashed into Hebert’s patrol
car, shoving the vehicle over Officer
Hebert and killing him.

Officer Bryan Hebert, 36, was a 10-
year veteran of the Beaumont, Texas,
Police Department. John Wesley Nero
is charged with capital murder.

Officer Hebert and police officers like
him protect the rest of us from killers
like Nero. They are the wall between
the law and the lawless, the barrier be-
tween us and evildoers.

So today the badges of peace officers
in southeast Texas are covered with
the black cloth of sacrifice in honor of
Officer Hebert, a lawman who sac-
rificed life to uphold the law.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

PROTECTING SENIOR  CITIZENS
FROM THE RAID ON SOCIAL SE-
CURITY

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Social Security
didn’t create the deficit, but America’s
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seniors are being presented with a fake
Social Security crisis to try to trick
them into accepting reduced benefits.

Social Security will be able to pay
100 percent of its benefits through 2037
without any changes whatsoever. So
why the panic today? If seniors accept
cuts in Social Security benefits today,
a surplus cash flow will build in the So-
cial Security Trust Fund. According to
CRS, ‘‘Social Security’s cash surpluses
are borrowed by the U.S. Treasury and
can be used for tax cuts, spending, or
repaying debt.”

So here’s what’s going on: Social Se-
curity benefit cuts or an increase in
taxes paid to Social Security or ex-
tending the retirement age will give
the government more money for tax
cut spending or repaying the debt, ex-
cept for one thing: Social Security
money belongs to those who have paid
into the fund. It’s not the govern-
ment’s money to use, and it shouldn’t
be the government’s money to play
with.

Senior citizens should not have to ac-
cept a reduced standard of living to fi-
nance tax cuts for the rich.

We must take a stand for senior citi-
zens and protect Social Security and
protect future generations from this
raid on Social Security funds.

———

SUPPORTING INVESTMENT IN OUR
NATION’S INFRASTRUCTURE AND
LEVEE SYSTEM

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in support of funding for the
Army Corps of Engineers directed to-
ward improving infrastructure and the
damaged levee system that needs crit-
ical restoration after this historic sea-
son of flooding.

The unprecedented flooding along the
Lower Mississippi River Valley area
touched every part of the First District
of Arkansas, my home district, and
profoundly impacted our way of life.
Homes and property were damaged,
businesses were closed, and a vast
amount of cropland was under water
shortly after planting season had
begun.

Preliminary estimates of crop dam-
age across Arkansas has surpassed half
a billion dollars, a huge toll on my dis-
trict’s agriculture-based economy.
Farming is our way of life, and this bill
provides farmers with the assurance
necessary to reinvest in future produc-
tion. Much of America’s commodities
are produced along the Mississippi
Delta, and we must take the necessary
steps to ensure our safe and reliable
food supply is protected.

This vital investment in our Nation’s
infrastructure and levee system will
provide security not only to our farm-
ers but the families who live and work
there as well as our consumers all
across the country.
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